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Current Eruption Facts 

October, 2004 – Mount St. Helens erupts after 18 years of quiet.  Lava extrudes from 

the crater floor at a rate of 1 dump truck load per second and builds a new lava dome.

March, 2005 – Dome growth continues (½ dump truck load per second), small

steam and ash eruptions lightly dust nearby areas. 

October, 2006 – Seven massive lava spines have been extruded (114 million cubic

yards); enough to fill Portland’s Rose Garden Arena 150 times.  At 1300 feet, the top of

the “new” lava dome is taller than the Empire State Building.

May, 2007 - Lava extrusion decreases (a small pickup truck load every 2 seconds). No 

explosive eruptions in a year.  Dome rock falls produce some small ash plumes.
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Witness a Volcanic Eruption
Earthquakes, Steam, and Small Ash Plumes
from Lava Dome Rock Fall Continue

The ongoing eruption of Mount St. Helens has amazed volcano

watchers both in terms of its longevity (2 ½ years) and the largely

non-explosive extrusion of seven massive “new” lava spines into

the crater.  As rising lava pushes up through the crater floor, the

growing lava dome shoves glacial ice east and west against the

crater walls, effectively splitting the glacier in two.  The east and

west arms of the Crater Glacier flow north and surround the “old” 

lava dome that formed between 1980 and 1986 (see photo at left).

As you visit the monument, listen for the sound of a helicopter

transporting USGS scientists or one of the remote “spider”

instrument packages in or out of the crater. The “spiders” are part

of a network of instruments that continuously monitor

earthquakes and ground motion at the volcano. Real-time data are

combined with field observations to assess potential hazards and

forecast future activity.  As we watch the ongoing eruption,

scientists and volcano enthusiasts eagerly await the next dramatic

chapter in Mount St. Helens’ dynamic history.  
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Take Care of Your Pet and
Help Protect the Monument

 To protect plant and animal life and provide for

visitor safety, pets are prohibited at all recreation sites

and trails within the monument’s restricted area (see

shaded section of map on page 4).  Pets are

per mit ted only in des ig nated pet ar eas and must

be on a leash. Lack of shade and sum mer heat can

en dan ger pets left in cars. For the safety and com fort

of your pet, please ar range to leave your pet

at home.

Contact any Forest Service

office for information

on where it is safe and

legal to bring your pet.

Howdy and a Big Volcano Welcome! 
Join us for another exciting year at Mount St Helens.  We invite you to explore our 

erupting volcano, engage with our friendly volunteers and staff, and leave with an

enhanced appreciation of this special place.  

With the help of our partners, the Mount St. Helens Institute and the Northwest

Interpretive Association, we will strive to make your visit memorable and enjoyable.

By staying on paved walkways and developed hiking trails, you will help us protect

fragile features and the result of 27 years of nature’s handiwork.  

Monument Manager      Deputy Monument Manager

Become a Volcano Volunteer
Make New Friends, Learn, and Get Involved

 Join the friendly staff and volunteers of the Mount

St. Hel ens In sti tute and help out for a week end

pro ject or for an ex cit ing sum mer-long ex pe ri ence. 

For de tails and in struc tions on how to ap ply for

short-term pro jects, sum mer-long vol un teer po si tions,

and stu dent in tern ships please visit our website at:

www.fs.fed.us/gpnf/vol un teer ing/BecomeaVolcanoVolunteer.shtml.

Email: info@mshinstitute.org; Voice: (360) 449-7887; FAX: (360) 449-7801

Help Support Education and
Resource Stewardship Programs

We invite you to join the Mount St. Hel ens

In sti tute in help ing to care for and share the

won der of Mount St. Hel ens.  Be come a mem ber or

join us for one of our many vol un teer events or

pro grams.  We are a not-for-profit part ner of the

Mount St. Hel ens Na tional Vol ca nic Mon u ment.

Our mis sion is to awaken in peo ple of all ages an

ap pre ci a tion of the nat u ral pro cesses and cul tural

her i tage of the Pa cific North west’s vol ca nic

land scapes. For more in for ma tion, con tact us or visit 

our website: www.mshinstitute.org/ E-mail:

info@mshinstitute.org

Welcome to Mount St. Helens

The Volcano Review is produced by the Northwest Interpretive Association in

cooperation with the USDA Forest Service. — Published April 2007.

Your Fees Help
Support the Monument

Interpretive services and facilities on the west side of 

Mount St. Helens are supported by your purchase of a 

Monument Pass.  Passes are $8 per adult (youth 15

years old and younger are free). Passes are required at

monument visitor centers, adjacent trails, and at the

Coldwater Lake Recreation Area.  Monument Passes

can be purchased at the Coldwater Ridge Visitor

Center and the Johnston Ridge Observatory.  

On the northeast and south sides of the monument a

National Forest Recreation Pass is required. The cost is

$5 per vehicle per day.  Annual passes are $30. Passes

are sold at Forest Service offices and at self-service pay

stations around the monument. Details at:

www.fs.fed.us/r6/passespermits/nfdp.shtml.

Purchase Your Annual
Pass at Mount St. Helens
Fees from pass sales stay right here to support the

services and facilities that you enjoy during your visit. 

An Interagency Annual Pass is available for $80.  It

has two signature lines and can be used by two pass

holders.  At per person fee sites it admits the pass

holder and up to three persons. Interagency Annual,

Senior, and Access passes are available at monument

visitor centers and Forest Service offices.  The passes

are honored nationwide at Forest Service, National

Park Service, BLM, Bureau of Reclamation, and US

Fish & Wildlife Service sites charging entrance or

standard amenity fees.  Information about the

interagency annual pass program is available at:   

www.fs.fed.us/passespermits/rec-fee.shtml.

Golden Eagle Passports that were sold in 2006 will

be honored until they expire. Golden Age and Golden 

Access Passports will continue to be honored for the

lifetime of the pass holder. 

“Civilization exists by geologic consent, subject to change without notice.” — Will Durant
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